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Media Release

14 June 2005

ADDITIONAL VESSEL WILL BOOST TOURISM GROWTH

Toll Shipping today announced the charter of an additional vessel for the Interislander fleet that will accommodate up to 1600 passengers and 600 cars. It will arrive in August, in preparation for the peak summer season.

The 181.6 metre long vessel will be the largest vessel servicing Cook Strait, when it comes into service, and is to be named Kaitaki, translated in Maori as ‘Challenger’. The name was selected by Te Kupenga Mahi (the Company’s Maori network) in consultation with local Marlborough and Wellington iwi.

“In selecting the vessel our priority was to ensure we had more passenger and freight capacity at key sailing times,” says Toll Shipping Divisional General Manager Paul Garaty. “This vessel will offer a considerable number of onboard facilities and its size will ensure greater passenger comfort during Cook Strait crossings, particularly during rougher weather.”

Mr Garaty says the new vessel demonstrates the company’s dedication to improving New Zealand’s tourism and transport services. Last year Toll invested $4.2 million in refurbishing the Arahura.

The Minister of Tourism, Mark Burton describes the charter of the new vessel as a fantastic opportunity for New Zealand tourism, and a major investment in the country’s transport and tourism infrastructure.

"It is pleasing to see Toll Shipping concentrating on providing a quality tourism experience as well as offering additional capacity, as both factors are absolutely essential to meet ongoing tourism growth trends in New Zealand," says Mr Burton.

Last year, Wine Spectator magazine described the journey as “one of the most beautiful ferry journeys in the world – jaw-droppingly stunning…..”  The journey exposes the amazing waterways of the Marlborough Sounds and the surrounding areas, views that not accessible by road. The Interislander will be enhancing and promoting this experience to both international and domestic travellers alike, says Toll.

“We will continue to invest in revitalising Interislander,” says Mr Garaty. “This new vessel will be only the first of a number of initiatives being implemented to see improvements made to the Interislander business. “Interislander recognises the importance of tourism in New Zealand, and has recently partnered with Qualmark, endorsing Interislander as a quality approved tourism operator. Initiatives like the Qualmark brand are vital in establishing New Zealand services on the world stage.

“We are pleased to announce this news at TRENZ today.  Being tourism’s key business event for the year it is an excellent context for the launch, and we are pleased to be supporting the development of New Zealand’s tourism offering.”
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